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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 10 
Data collection
Oxford Diffraction Xcalibur diffractometer with a Sapphire2 detector Absorption correction: numerical [Clark & Reid (1995) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2009); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Crystal Impact, 2007) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
We are interested in the synthesis and characterization of Cu-Ni heterobimetallic complexes as models of magnetic alternate chains. Few Cu-Ni heterobimetallic complexes based on edta-type ligands (H 4 edta = ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid) have been already structurally characterized (Agre, Trunov et al., 1980; Agre, Sysoeva et al., 1980; Agre et al., 1981 (Sysoeva et al., 1986) complexes with the edta(4-) ligand were reported. As a part of our synthetic experiments on Cu-Ni heterobimetallic complexes from the aqueous system Ni 2+ -H 4 edta we have isolated the title compound. Its crystal structure was already studied by Smith & Hoard (1959) . They obtained a correct structural model, however only two common isotropic thermal parameters were used and the positions of the hydrogen atoms were not determined. Consequently, the precision of the geometric parameters was limited.
In the crystal structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1 ) the nickel(II) atom exhibits an elongated octahedral coordination geometry. Five coordinations sites are occupied by the partially deprotonized, pentadentate chelate H 2 edta 2-ligand, which coordinates through both nitrogen atoms and three oxygen atoms from carboxylate groups, among these two are deprotonized. The sixth coordination site is occupied by the oxygen atom of a water molecule. (Fig. 3 ).
Experimental
Chemicals of reagent grade quality were obtained from commercial sources and were used as received. Solid NiCO 3 .2Ni(OH) 2 (0.304 g, 1 mmol), ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (0.877 g, 3 mmol) and tetraethylammonium bromide (0.421 g, 2 mmol) were dissolved under stirring in 10 cm 3 of water at room temperature. The formed blue solution was filtered and left aside for crystallization at room temperature. After eight months, few blue prismatic crystals of the title compound appeared along with white microcrystalline material on slow evaporation of the solvent.
Refinement
In order to allow a direct comparison of the present crystal structure determination with the previously published one (Smith & Hoard, 1959 ) the same labelling of the atoms was adopted. The hydrogen atoms of the water molecule were located in difference Fourier map, and refined with the O-H bond and the H···H separation restrained to 0.85 and 1.380 Å, respectively, supplementary materials sup-2 and with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). The hydrogen atoms of the H 2 edta 2-ligand were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.97 Å and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U iso (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
